#RETHINKINGNEWS #ASIA
May 24-27, 2018 | Hong Kong

Organized by:

Conference Keynote

Gala Speaker

Gary Liu

Sree Sreenivasan

CEO, South China
Morning Post

International Social
Media Strategist

New.Now.Next Conference (N3Con) recognizes that
the future of media is Asia. With our unique vantage point of East
meets West, we discuss the hottest issues facing journalism today
with those at the cutting edge of media innovation, new business
models, digital storytelling, social media and fintech.

www.n3con.com

www.facebook.com/n3conference

@aajaasia

Hosted by:

N3Con
Agenda

Day 2 - 26th May Saturday
8.30 am 9.30 am

Breakfast

9.30 am 10.30 am

Covering Politics: Dealing with
Government Pressure

11 am 12 pm

Native vs Foreign: Challenges in
International Reporting
The New Storytelling: Vertical
Videos to Engage the Thumb
[Workshop]

Day 0 - 24th May Thursday
9 am 5 pm

Google News Lab Training
Network powered by AAJA-Asia

12 pm 1 pm

Lunch / Career Conversations
[Workshop]

9 am 5 pm

Executive and N3ConU Newsroom
Tours

1 pm 2 pm

Reaching Asian Millennials

2.30 pm 3.30 pm

Inside the Bitcoin Craze

4 pm 5 pm

Reporting Terrorism in Our
Backyard

Day 1 - 25th May Friday
8.30 am 12.30 pm

Investigative Reporting: Finding
the Story in Data [Optional
Workshop]

Investigative Reporting: Finding
the Story in Data [Short Workshop]

Innovating Digital Storytelling

Freelance In The Digital Era

11.30 am - “Curiosity, Adventure & Love”
1 pm
Documentary Screening and Q&A
with Co-director Sunshine de Leon

5 pm 5.30 pm

Wrap Up & Lucky Draws

11am12:45pm

Lunch

6.30 pm 9 pm

1 pm 2 pm

Keynote Fireside Chat with
Gary Liu, CEO, South China
Morning Post

Gala Dinner with guest speaker
Sree Sreenivasan, StorySlam and
Silent Auction at the Foreign
Correspondents Club, Hong Kong

2.10 pm 3.10 pm

#RethinkingNews: Building
Newsrooms of the Future

3.30 pm 4.30 pm

Sponsored Content & Creating
Ethical Revenue Streams
#MeToo: Covering Sexual
Misconduct & Social Movements
Seize Your Dream Job [Workshop]

5 pm 6 pm

Rethinking North Korea

7 pm

VIP Reception at Bloomberg

Harnessing Your Vocal Power
[Workshop]

Day 3 - 27th May Sunday
9 am 5 pm

Leadership Workshop at
Bloomberg (Mid-career to senior –
limited seats)

9 am 5 pm

Mobile Journalism Workshop How to Break the Internet with
Videos by Mobiles and for Mobile
Devices (50 seats)

9.30 am 12.30 pm

Podcasting Workshop - The Radio
Revolution: Follow the Dark Side
and Be a Podcast Master (20 seats)

Speakers & Moderators

Yvonne Leow
President, AAJA

K Oanh Ha
President, AAJA-Asia
Bloomberg
Hong Kong

Angie Lau
Former President,
AAJA-Asia
Li Ka Shing Ventures

Ramy Innocencio
Former President,
AAJA-Asia
Bloomberg New York

Elaine Ramirez
Contributor,
Forbes Asia, Seoul

Tom Benner
Freelance Journalist
Singapore

Selina Cheng
Reporter, HK01
Hong Kong

Joanna Chiu
Beijing
Correspondent, AFP

Laurel Chor
Producer, VICE
Media, Hong Kong

Roger Clark
Hong Kong Bureau
Chief & VP, CNN

Sunshine de Leon
Freelance
Journalist, Manila

Melisa Idris
Executive Producer
BFM 89.9 Malaysia

Diana Jou
Filmmaker
Semicircle Studio

Masato Kajimoto
University of
Hong Kong

Kuang Keng
Kuek Ser
Founder, DataN,
Malaysia

Joon-Nie Lau
Managing Partner,
Factual TV
(Singapore) LLP

Trinna Leong
Malaysia
Correspondent,
The Straits Times

Irene Jay Liu
APAC Lead, Google
News Lab

Adrian Ma
Ryerson University
Canada

JP Mullin
Research Analyst
Shanghai

Sumaiya Omar
Co-Founder
Hashtag Our Stories

Yusuf Omar
Co-Founder
Hashtag Our Stories

Richard C Paddock
Reporter
New York Times

Jeff Sandhu
Presenter
BFM 89.9 Malaysia

Gerry Shih
Beijing
Correspondent, AP

Isabelle Steger
Reporter & Editor
Quartz Hong Kong

Isabel Wong
Multimedia Producer
Hong Kong

Tom Wright
Asia Economics Editor
Dow Jones and
Wall Street Journal

Ian Yee
R.AGE, The Star
Malaysia

Ezra Zaid
Presenter
BFM 89.9 Malaysia

Friday 25th May
Investigative Reporting: Finding the Story in Data
[Optional Workshop]
Investigative stories are becoming increasingly
cross-border, and Asia is fertile ground for deep dives.
Dealing with a lack of public records and facing
authoritarian governments in countries across our region,
we must #rethink how we approach investigative
reporting. Data is a crucial element in investigative
journalism, but accessing and processing data particularly
in developing countries remains a challenge. This
workshop will delve into available public records, teach
how to access them and share best practices in working
with sources while protecting them amid risky
environments. Bring your laptop!
#RethinkingNews: Building Newsrooms of the Future
Media organizations are changing at lightning speed, and
the ones leading the pack are leveraging technology and
social media to find new audiences and revenue streams.
Newsrooms are seeking to adopt automation and AI, while
striving for the right balance between delivering stories
that get clicks and those that edify and inform. For the
opening plenary of N3Con 2018, the region's top news
executives discuss how they are building the newsrooms
of the future.
Sponsored Content & Creating Ethical Revenue Streams
As traditional ad revenues shrink and media giants set up
brand studios and content marketing labs, the race is on to
invent new story formats and genres that will attract not
only readers, but sponsors. At the same time, responsible
news publishers must create paid content ethically and
tastefully, without diminishing their credibility. Leading
news publishers will discuss their successes, challenges,
and policies to ensure that writers and sponsors do not
cross the line in coming up with content that sells.

Seize Your Dream Job [Workshop]
From negotiating your salary to handling internal politics
and finding your dream job, professional career coach Ron
Brown can help you navigate the challenges in and outside
the workplace. Learn how to take control by learning the
language of power and leadership and gain the best
strategies to negotiate from a position of strength.
This workshop is made possible with the generous support
of Cathay Pacific Airlines.
#MeToo: Covering Sexual Misconduct and Social
Movements
The revelations of sexual assault and harassment cases and
the rise of the #MeToo movement have given thousands of
survivors the courage to come forward and share their
stories with the media. As journalists, we must cover such
experiences with sensitivity and empathy, reflect the voices
of the silenced, and confront abuses in our own
communities. This panel will discuss how to approach
victims of traumatic experiences, ways to protect sources
as well as ourselves, and how to balance these elements
fairly.
Harnessing Your Vocal Power [Workshop]
Journalists are increasingly pushed to work across multiple
platforms, so finding your Voice - literally and figuratively is key to helping you future-proof your career in media.
Arthur Samuel Joseph, renowned communication
strategist and founder of the Vocal Awareness Institute, will
guide you on a journey to recognizing and harnessing
your authentic Voice. Learn how Vocal Awareness can help
you advance your career, improve your relationships,
communicate more effectively and authentically, and
speak and live with confidence. This workshop is made
possible with the generous support of Cathay Pacific
Airlines.

Saturday 26th May
Covering Politics: Dealing with Government Pressure
It is an increasingly uphill battle for political journalists. In
recent press freedom indexes, Asia is plummeting in every
category. Yet it is also a golden age for in-depth reporting,
given the vast pool of stories out there. Our panelists come
from challenging media environments across Asia, but
have found coping strategies to unearth stories and thrive.
Panel speakers from the U.S., China and Malaysia will
discuss the challenges and opportunities they face
covering government and politics.

Inside The Bitcoin Craze
For tech, 2017 was the year of cryptocurrencies, defined by
Bitcoin once breaching a 20-fold increase. But prices have
plummeted in 2018 as South Korea and China are cracking
down on the fever, leading to fear, uncertainty and doubt.
Meanwhile, Japan, an early adopter of cryptocurrency,
looks to be the only bright spot. This panel of industry
experts provides insight on the challenges, opportunities
and future of cryptocurrencies, blockchain and fintech.
Innovating Digital Storytelling

Native vs Foreign: Challenges in International Reporting
Foreign correspondents often work in isolation in faraway
places from the readers they serve. This panel brings
together reporting veterans from across mediums and
locations to examine cultural bias in reporting and editing,
the growing number of freelance and "foreign"
correspondents of Asian ancestry and provide tips and
tools you can use to broaden and deepen your stories.
The New Storytelling: Vertical Videos to Engage the
Thumb [Workshop]
Snapchat invented it. Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp, and
even Skype have now all adopted it. Stories! The vertical,
mobile format dominating social media. Yusuf Omar of
Hashtag Our Stories will help you master social publishing
and discovery on platforms like Instagram Stories and
Snapchat with tips, tricks, and hacks for telling professional
stories and reaching younger audiences. Explore the next
frontier of storytelling in social VR with him as he
demonstrates with his Oculus Rift headset the futuristic
Facebook Spaces feature!
Career Conversations [Lunchtime Workshop]
Newsroom leaders and expert coaches will offer advice on
how to build a career path to your dream job. This
workshop will break out into small groups to discuss work
dilemmas and share ways to navigate internal politics,
cultivate sponsors and mentors, ask for what you want and
learn how to manage your bosses.
Reaching Asian Millennials
Millennials in Asia make up one of the world's
fastest-growing consumer segments, but few outlets have
cracked the code for producing stories that matter to
them. Leading news organizations and content creators
share their strategies on how to engage this hard-to-please
audience and keep them loyal.

Not all digital journalism is alike, and news outlets must
experiment to determine which formats fit their
consumers' demands in an ever-evolving internet
landscape. This panel brings together some of Asia's most
innovative digital storytellers to share the formats they
have used and lessons learned as they push beyond the
confines of traditional print and broadcast.
Reporting Terrorism in Our Backyard
Global headlines may be dominated by ISIS, Al-Qaeda or
suicide bombers in places that seem far away, but here in
Asia, terrorism in many regions takes on a very human face.
Cities great and small may harbor communities
sympathetic to terrorism or extremism, and the reasons are
often more complicated than we think. Panelists will share
how they cover this dangerous and sometimes deadly
beat, getting to the source of the conflict and breaking
down stereotypes to reveal the reality of terrorism at our
doorstep.
Freelance In The Digital Era
In 21st century journalism, traditional newsrooms are giving
way to digital, global teams. Newsrooms are hiring less
and stringing more, while journalists are choosing to go
freelance for independence and flexibility. Branded
content opens doors for writers, while opportunities still
abound for great enterprise stories of all mediums. Editors
and journalists will discuss the risks, hurdles, opportunities
and tips to optimize your freelancing career in Asia.
#StorySlam: Your Journey Behind The Scenes
N3Con is launching #StorySlam, an opportunity to take the
stage to share an impactful story about one’s journey in
journalism. Five finalists will present their stories during the
Gala Awards night to compete for the US$500 prize!
Watch our website for the open call for story pitches.

About N3Con
N3Con is AAJA’s largest journalism conference
outside of the United States, attracting over 300
delegates comprised of journalists and media
professionals from across Asia and around the world.
Regular attendees come from international media
outlets such as The New York Times, Bloomberg, The
Wall Street Journal, Reuters, AFP, The Associated
Press and CNN, as well as many regional and local
news organizations from countries including Japan,
South Korea, Hong Kong, Thailand, Malaysia and
Singapore.
N3Con is also one of the top Asia-focused
educational platforms for journalism students and
journalists at every stage of their career, to learn,
exchange ideas and network with professionals from
both inside and outside of the industry. We take
pride in featuring numerous award-winning
journalists who share their knowledge and
experience in some of the best and most up-to-date
educational, skills training and professional
development programs annually.

N3Con offers a whole lot more!
• Full-day Newsroom Tours
• Investigative Data Reporting Workshops
• Mobile Journalism Workshop
• Podcasting Workshop
• Newsroom Leadership Workshop
• Career Workshop & Conversations
• Vocal Awareness Workshop
• Resume Doctor speed mentoring
• Mentor Match long-term mentoring
• Welcome Social at Google Hong Kong
• VIP Social at Bloomberg
• Gala Night at the Foreign Correspondents Club

Conference Venue Host

About AAJA-Asia (www.aaja.org)

Founded in 1999, the Journalism and Media Studies
Centre (JMSC) of The University of Hong Kong
offers professional journalism education at Asia’s
premier university. JMSC graduates are highly
sought-after by employers and have been hired by
international media organizations such as the BBC,
Bloomberg, CNN and The New York Times, as well
as local news organizations in Hong Kong and
mainland China.

The Asian American Journalists Association (AAJA)
is a U.S.-based nonprofit organization that
serves Asian American and Pacific Islander
journalists. Its goals include making newsrooms
more ethnically and racially diverse and ensuring
fair and accurate coverage of the Asian
community.

In addition to its main teaching programs, the JMSC
also offers professional short courses in media and
journalism, and organizes seminars and public
forums to explore critical issues confronting the
news media.

The Asia chapter was founded in 1996 by two AAJA
members working in Asia, Allen Cheng in
Hong Kong and Alan Ota in Tokyo. Today,
AAJA-Asia has more than 200 members across the
region. We work for a diverse range of media
outlets such as wire agencies, broadcast, print,
digital and social media platforms, and journalism
schools, organizations and corporations that
support journalism.
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